University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

12-11-1987

UD Professor Awarded One of Fifteen
International Grants

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
"UD Professor Awarded One of Fifteen International Grants" (1987). News Releases. 4849.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/4849

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

The Unive~sity rf Dayton

News Release

UD PROFESSOR AWARDED ONE OF
FIFTEEN INTERNATIONAL GRANTS
DAYTON, Ohio, December 11, 1987--Antonio E. Lapitan, a political science

p~ofessor

at the University of Dayton and a member of the board of education in the
Trotwood-Madison School District, has received a $10,000 Rotary Grant for University
Teachers -- one of only 15 grants given in the world by the Rotary Foundation of Rotary
International.
Lapitan will serve as a visiting professor in the Public Administration Department
at Xavier University in Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines, from January through June
1988.
The grants are awarded annually to professors who demonstrate excellence of teaching
and/or research in a field applicable to international relations or international
development.

Grant recipients teach for a period of six to 10 months at universities in

developing countries and act as "ambassadors of goodwill" for their host countries.
Lapitan, who plans to set up a research, planning and development program at Xavier
Un1versity, selected the southern part of the Philippines for his work "primarily
because this is one of the poorest areas in the country that has not been touched by
many exchange programs or by many other kinds of economic development before.
"I felt that if you are going to help, you should do it in an area where help is
most needed."
The selection committee of Rotary District 667, the Foundation's local district,
describes Lapitan as "very intelligent, highly skilled in his field and an extremely
impressive individual."
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"Lapitan stood out very strongly as the best candidate, and we gave him a high
recommendation," said Robert Lucas, chairman of Rotary District 667.

"We are also happy

to see someone willing to go to a Third World country with a desire to help the people."
A relationship already exists between Xavier University and the University of
Dayton.

UD, through the Roesch Library, has donated a significant amount of books to

the Xavier University library.
"I thought that this informal relationship could be even better strengthened if I go
there and assist them in an area where they wanted assistance very much," said Lapitan.
Lapitan said he hopes his work will open a channel for a well-organized student
exchange program between Xavier University and UD.

He also hopes to gene~ate "valuable

research data for the study of development in a Third World country, which can then be
shared with interested American students and faculty."
Upon his return from the Philippines, Lapitan will present an exchange program
proposal to Brother Raymond Fitz, S.M., UD president.

"It is hard to determine what the

content of the proposal will be, because the conditions in the Philippines are so
volatile at this time," Lapitan said.

"I would not want to have a program of faculty

and student exchange until the situation there has become more normal."
Lapitan has received more than a dozen academic awards, published numerous articles
on the Philippines and has twice visited the University of the Philippines as a visiting
professor.

He has taught political science at the University of Dayton since 1969.

"We are sure he'll bring back information that will help America further promote
international understanding and cooperation," said Richard Adams, District 667 governor
and member of the selection committee.
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